seminars PLAN

Seminar Topics and Descriptions

Seminar 1. Comparative Analysis of D. Easton’s, G. Almond’s, and Contemporary Network-Based Models of Political Systems

Objective: To develop students’ understanding of major theoretical approaches to the analysis of political systems.

Tasks:
· explain the main assumptions of D. Easton’s systems approach; 

· analyze G. Almond’s structural-functional approach; 

· identify similarities and differences between the two models; 

· examine the relevance of classical models for analyzing contemporary networked political systems; 

· apply the selected model to a specific country. 

Format: Seminar-discussion with comparative analysis and group presentation.



Seminar 2. Institutional and Non-Institutional Elements of a Political System: A Case Study of a Selected Country

Objective: To examine the structure of political systems through the interaction of formal institutions and informal political actors.

Tasks:
· identify the main political institutions of a selected country; 

· analyze the role of political parties, interest groups, civil society and social movements; 

· distinguish formal and informal political practices; 

· examine interactions between state institutions and non-state actors; 

· assess their influence on political decision-making. 

Format: Case-study seminar and analytical discussion.



Seminar 3. Political Stability, Legitimacy, Trust, and Resilience of Political Systems

Objective: To identify the major factors contributing to the stability and resilience of political systems.

Tasks:
· define political legitimacy and political stability; 

· examine the relationship between public trust and institutional legitimacy; 

· identify internal and external threats to political stability; 

· analyze mechanisms of political adaptation; 

· compare the resilience of two political systems. 

Format: Round-table discussion: “What Makes a Political System Stable?”


Seminar 4. Comparative Analysis of Democratic, Authoritarian, and Hybrid Political Regimes

Objective: To develop students’ ability to distinguish different types of political regimes using contemporary comparative approaches.

Tasks:
· identify the key characteristics of democratic, authoritarian and hybrid regimes; 

· compare political competition, elections, civil liberties and media freedom; 

· examine mechanisms of political participation; 

· determine the role of political institutions; 

· classify selected countries according to established criteria. 

Format: Comparative seminar with group work.



Seminar 5. Contemporary Authoritarianism: Mechanisms of Control, Legitimation, and Political Mobilization

Objective: To examine how contemporary authoritarian regimes maintain political power and legitimacy.

Tasks:
· identify characteristics of contemporary authoritarianism; 

· analyze political, institutional and information-based mechanisms of control; 

· examine the role of elections and political parties in authoritarian systems; 

· discuss mechanisms of legitimation; 

· assess the role of digital technologies in contemporary authoritarian governance. 

Format: Problem-based seminar and case-study analysis.



Seminar 6. Totalitarianism and Contemporary Authoritarianism: Similarities and Fundamental Differences

Objective: To deepen students’ understanding of totalitarian and authoritarian political regimes.

Tasks:
· compare the ideological foundations of totalitarianism and authoritarianism; 

· analyze political control and mechanisms of repression; 

· compare the role of political parties and leadership; 

· examine the degree of control over society; 

· determine which characteristics distinguish totalitarianism from contemporary authoritarianism. 

Format: Structured debate: “Is Contemporary Authoritarianism a Transformation of Classical Authoritarianism or a New Political Phenomenon?”


Seminar 7. R. Dahl’s Concept of Polyarchy: Does Contemporary Democracy Meet Classical Criteria?

Objective: To critically assess contemporary democracy using Robert Dahl’s concept of polyarchy.

Tasks:
· explain the main principles of polyarchy; 

· identify institutional conditions for democratic participation; 

· analyze political competition and participation; 

· assess the role of civil liberties and political pluralism; 

· apply Dahl’s criteria to a selected contemporary democracy. 

Format: Seminar-discussion and Oxford-style debate:
“Democracy in the 21st Century: Universal Model or Historically Specific Political System?”


Seminar 8. Political Systems of Developed Democracies: Institutions, Values, and Contemporary Challenges

Objective: To develop comparative analytical skills through the study of established democratic political systems.

Tasks:
· analyze the institutional structure of selected democracies; 

· compare presidential and parliamentary systems; 

· examine party systems and electoral institutions; 

· assess the role of civil society; 

· identify contemporary challenges such as political polarization, populism and declining institutional trust. 

Format: Student presentations and comparative discussion.



Seminar 9. Hybrid Political Regimes: Why Do They Emerge?

Objective: To examine the nature, characteristics and mechanisms of hybrid political regimes.

Tasks:
· define the concept of a hybrid regime; 

· identify democratic and authoritarian elements within hybrid systems; 

· analyze formal and informal political institutions; 

· examine elections, political competition and opposition; 

· discuss factors contributing to hybridization. 

Format: Case-study seminar: students analyze selected countries and determine the degree of hybridity of their political systems.



Seminar 10. Military Coups and Political Transitions: Comparative Analysis

Objective: To understand the causes and political consequences of military intervention in politics.

Tasks:
· identify major causes of military coups; 

· examine the relationship between political instability and military intervention; 

· analyze the role of military elites; 

· compare military regimes in Latin America, Asia and Africa; 

· examine mechanisms of transition from military to civilian rule. 

Format: Comparative case-study seminar.



Seminar 11. Managing Ethnic and Social Diversity: Consociational and Segmented Political Systems

Objective: To analyze institutional mechanisms for managing social, ethnic and cultural diversity.

Tasks:
· explain the concept of consociational democracy; 

· identify mechanisms of power-sharing; 

· examine the role of ethnic and social groups in political representation; 

· compare consociational and majoritarian models; 

· assess the advantages and limitations of power-sharing arrangements. 

Format: Round-table discussion and comparative country analysis.



Seminar 12. Post-Soviet Transformation: Political Transitions and Institutional Change

Objective: To examine the transformation of political systems in the post-Soviet space.

Tasks:
· identify common and country-specific patterns of political transition; 

· compare institutional transformations; 

· examine the role of political elites; 

· analyze changes in party and electoral systems; 

· assess the development of democratic and authoritarian institutions. 

Format: Comparative country-study presentations.



Seminar 13. Digitalization, Political Polarization, Populism, and Changing Political Institutions

Objective: To examine how technological and social changes influence contemporary political systems.

Tasks:
· analyze the impact of digitalization on political participation; 

· examine social media and political mobilization; 

· discuss political polarization and fragmented public spheres; 

· assess the relationship between populism and political institutions; 

· examine the opportunities and risks of digital governance. 

Format: Problem-based seminar and expert round table: “Does Digitalization Strengthen or Weaken Democracy?”


Seminar 14. Transformation of Kazakhstan’s Political System: Institutions, Reforms, and Adaptation Mechanisms

Objective: To analyze the institutional structure and transformation of Kazakhstan’s political system.

Tasks:
· identify the main institutions of Kazakhstan’s political system; 

· examine the evolution of the presidency and Parliament; 

· analyze the development of the party and electoral systems; 

· examine mechanisms of political participation and public dialogue; 

· assess institutional reforms and mechanisms of political adaptation. 

Format: Analytical seminar based on a country-study approach.



Seminar 15. Kazakhstan’s Political System: Contemporary Challenges, Political Consolidation, and Development Prospects

Objective: To critically assess current challenges and possible trajectories of Kazakhstan’s political development.

Tasks:
· identify key challenges facing the political system; 

· analyze political stability and legitimacy; 

· assess mechanisms of national and political consolidation; 

· examine state–society interaction; 

· discuss possible scenarios of institutional development. 

Format: Final round table / policy discussion:

“The Future of Kazakhstan’s Political System: Stability, Reform, and Adaptation.”
Recommended assessment approach

To make the seminars more competency-oriented, assessment can be based on four components:

· theoretical understanding — 25%; 

· quality of comparative/case analysis — 30%; 

· argumentation and participation in discussion — 25%; 

· presentation and ability to formulate conclusions/recommendations — 20%. 

This approach moves the seminars away from simple “student reports with country analysis,” which dominates the original syllabus, toward comparative research, problem-solving, debate, case analysis and policy-oriented discussion. 

